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Percentage of sexual violence (other than rape) 
victims by sex and orientation, 2010 G

Men
Women 74.9

47.4
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Women who are raped as a minor are more than 

2x as likely to be raped again as an adult

as women without a history of early rape H

Rape victims with only 
male perpetrators: C only male perps

unimpaired

99.0%

Women
only male perps

unimpaired

Men

79.3%

Sexual 
Violence
SEXUAL VIOLENCE encompasses a 

variety of criminal, and some noncriminal, 

acts—from sexual threats to unwanted 

contact to rape. Highly underreported 

because of the stigma associated with 

these crimes, sexual violence is also 

difficult to measure because of inconsistent 

definitions of sexual assault and rape; 

differing reporting requirements to local, 

state, and national law enforcement; and low 

conviction rates. Sexual violence, however, 

remains pervasive and traumatizing to its 

victims. While both men and women can be 

victims of sexual violence, most of these 

acts are perpetrated by male offenders 

against female victims. Most of the offenders 

are known to the victim in some capacity, 

including as friends, acquaintances, family 

members, or intimate partners. For sexual 

violence on campus, see the separate fact 

sheet on School and Campus Crime.

NOTE: CDC figures from 2011 unless otherwise 
noted. Hover for data hyperlinks to source material. 
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43.9% of women experience some form 

of sexual violence during their lifetime

23.4% of men C

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey 

vs

19.3% of women in the United States are 

raped in their lifetime

1.7% of men C  

Women  
(sexual violence)

Men  
(sexual violence)

Women (rape)

Percentage of racial/ethnic groups who are victims of 
sexual violence, by victim sex C

Multiracial

Native  
American

Black

White

Hispanic

39.5
64.1

24.5

24.4
38.2

22.2

20.5

35.6
13.6

55.0

31.9
Asian/ 

Pacific Islander

32.3

21.2

27.5

46.9

15.8

26.6

<10 11-17 18-24 25-34 35-44 45+ 

Victim Age at  
Time of First Rape (2010): H

11-17 years (29.9%)
≤ 10 years (12.3%)

18-24 years (37.4%)
25-34 years (14.2%)
35-44 years (4.5%)
45+ years (1.7%)

Perpetrators are mostly known to the victim. C

vs

Offenders of  rape  
against women are:

Intimate partners (45.4%)
Acquaintances (46.7%)

Strangers (12.9%)
Family members (12.1%)
Authority figures (2.6%)

Intimate partners (40.7%)
Acquaintances (45.6%)

Strangers (27.2%)
Family members (5.5%)
Authority figures (6.5%)

Offenders of other sexual 
violence against men are:

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs_sofindings.pdf#7
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs_report2010-a.pdf#36
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/ss/ss6308.pdf#7
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/sexualviolence/definitions.html
http://www.victimsofcrime.org
http://www.ovc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6308a1.htm?s_cid=ss6308a1_e
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs_report2010-a.pdf#35
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/ss/ss6308.pdf#9


Reported (33.6%)

Rape/Sexual Assault by  

Reports to Law Enforcement: D

Unreported (64.1%)
unreported reported unknown

Unknown (2.3%)

>> Rape accounts for 10.0% of all violent crime 
reported to law enforcement F

>> Rape accounts for 0.2% of all arrests F

>> Law enforcement clears 38.5% of rapes F
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3.7% of inmates in prison and jail,  
or 80,600, experience at least one incident of sexual victimization A

Inmate-on-inmate, abusive  
sexual contacts 

Staff sexual misconduct, 
unwilling activity

Inmate-on-inmate, nonconsensual  
sexual acts

Staff sexual misconduct, willing 
activity

Type of victimization experienced by prison and jail inmates who are 
sexual violence victims, as a percentage A

32.139.1
25.425.7

Of the 1,720 youth who experienced sexual violence 

in a juvenile correctional facility: B

>> 80.8% experienced staff sexual misconduct 

>> 26.2% experienced youth-on-youth sexual acts

Sexual Violence continued

NOTES

*Unrestricted reports go to military command and 
open an investigation. Restricted reports remain 
confidential and do not trigger an investigation but 
allow a victim access to services. 
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